CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



1 . (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) A method for processing information, comprising: 
the st e ps of 

a) maintaining a database of bar codes and destination information corr e sponding 
thereto associated with the bar codes, the database being accessible by a remote device ; 

b) receiving information , at the remote device, from a plurality of bar code scanners, 
the received information from each bar code scanner including source and bar code information 
at data from at l e ast on e bar cod e; 

c) d e t e rmining sourc e and d e stination information for th e r e c e iv e d information, th e 
destination information b e ing d e t e rmin e d from identifying at least a portion of the destination 
information stored in the database based on at least a portion of the received bar code 
information and databas e e ntri e s r e lating th e r e to ; and 

d) distributing data from th e r e c e iv e d information to accessing from the remote 
device data stored at a network location at l e ast on e referenced by the identified portion of 
d e stination id e ntifi e d by the destination information ; and 

e) providing the data received by the remote device from the network location to 
users of the bar code scanners based on the received source information. 



2. 



(PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 



3. 



(PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 



4. 



(PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 1 , wh e rein the 
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information is received from the bar code scanners being in an encrypted form and is d e crypted 
b e for e th e step of distributin g , further comprising: 
decrypting the received information . 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 3- J_, wherein the 
source information compris e s d e vic e receiving the information from the bar code scanners 
comprises receiving identification information associated with the bar code scanners . 

6. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
d e stination information compris e s information from a scann e d bar cod e receiving the 
information comprising: 

receiving a portion of the destination information associated with the bar code 
information . 

7. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

8. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to claim * I, wherein the 
uniqu e bar cod e s ar e assign e d for a giv e n tim e p e riod and ar e r e assignabl e th e r e aft e r further 
comprising: 

disassociating the bar codes with the destination information associated with those bar 

codes. 
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10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method according to claim $ J_, further 
comprising distributing associating a bar code image file for th e uniqu e bar code when th e bar 
cod e is assign e d with one or more of the bar codes . 

1 1 . (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising associating security information with e ach bar cod e scann e r one or more of the bar 
code scanners before allowing use of the one or more scanners and r e quiring th e s e curity 
information from a us e r b e fore us e of th e scann e r or b e for e acc e pting bar cod e information from 
th e scann e r . 

12. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

13. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising receiving time information from a plurality of one or more of the bar code scanners. 

14. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising receiving location information from a plurality of one or more of the bar code 
scanners. 

15. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

16. (PREVIOUSLY CANCEL) 
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1 7. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 



18. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
information is received by wir e l e ss communication the remote device wirelessly . 

19. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method according to claim 4- 4, wherein the 
data is distribut e d to th e d e stination ov e r th e network location is an Internet location . 

20. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) A portal for processing information, comprising: 
a) a first interface for receiving information from a plurality of bar code 

scanners, the received information from each bar code scanner including source and bar 

code information at data from at l e ast on e bar cod e; and 

b) a processor for d e t e rmining source and d e stination information for 

identifying at least a portion of the destination information stored in a database, 
wherein the database includes destination information associated with one or more bar 
codes and the database being accessible by the processor, 

accessing a network location at l e ast on e referenced by the identified portion of 
d e stination id e ntifi e d by the destination informatio n, and 

providing the data received from the network location to users of the bar code 
scanners, based on the received source information. 

e) a databas e of bar cod e s and d e stination information corr e sponding th e reto 

maintain e d by th e proc e ssor, wh e rein the proc e ssor determin e s th e d e stination 
information from th e r e c e iv e d information and databas e e ntri e s r e lating th e r e to; and 
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d) a s e cond int e rfac e for distributing data associat e d with tho r e c e iv e d 

information to at l e ast one destination id e ntifi e d by th e d e stination information. 



21 . (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

22. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

23. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, whoroin tho 
proc e ssor r e c e iv e s the information received from the bar code scanners being in an encrypted 
fornii wherein the processor and decrypts the received information b e for e distributing the sam e. 

24. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, wherein the 
processor receives sourc e information compris e s d e vic e identification information associated 
with the bar code scanners . 

25. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, wherein the 
d e stination information compris e s received information comprises from a scann e d a portion of 
the destination information associated with the bar eede codes . 

26. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

27. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 
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28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 27 20, wherein the 
uniqu e bar cod es ar e assign e d for a given tim e period and ar e r e assignabl e th e r e aft e r bar codes 
are disassociated with the destination information associated with those bar codes . 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 27 20, further 
comprising wherein the processor di s tributing associates a bar code image file for th e uniqu e bar 
cod e when th e bar cod e is assign e d with one or more of the bar codes . 

30. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, farth e r 
comprising wherein the processor associating associates security information with eaeh one or 
more of the bar code scanners scann e r and r e quiring th e s e curity information from a us e r b e for e 
us e of th e scann e r before allowing use of the one or more bar code scanners . 

31. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

32. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, wherein the first 
interface receives time information from a plurality of one or more of the bar code scanners. 

33. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, wherein the first 
interface receives location information from a plurality of one or more of the bar code scanners. 

34. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 
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35. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 



36. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

37. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, wherein the first 
interface receives the information wirelesslv by wir e l e ss communication . 

38. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The portal according to claim 20, wherein the 
s e cond int e rfac e distribut e s data to the d e stination network location ov e r the is an Internet 
location . 

39-115. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 

1 16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for using a bar cod e s code encoded with 
information corresponding to an externally assigned entity, comprising th e st e ps of : 

providing said the bar code with a prefix portion indicating whether the bar code is 
encrypted or not ; 

connecting a user to a telephone number or an Internet portal when the bar code is read 
with a bar code reader in d e p e nd e nc e on depending upon whether the bar code is encrypted; and 

transmitting information from the Internet portal to the user bas e d when the user 
conn e ct e d connects to the Internet portal. 

117-130. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED) 
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131. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) A method for using bar codos encoded with 
information corr e sponding to an e xt e rnally assign e d entity r e c e iv e d at an Int e rn e t portal , 
comprising th e st e ps of : 

providing said bar cod e to a group of us e rs; 

conn e cting e ach us e r to th e Int e rn e t portal when th e bar cod e is r e ad with a bar cod e 
r e ad e r; and 

p e rmitting th e group to collaborat e at a w e b pag e 

receiving the bar codes selected by a group of users using the bar code readers; 
allowing the group of users to connect to the Internet portal in response to receiving the 
bar codes; 

permitting the group of users to communicate with each other through a common web 
page based on the information encoded in each bar code and based on the destination 
information corresponding to the received bar codes, wherein the destination information is 
accessible from the Internet portal . 

132. (PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED). 
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